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A Scale for determination of Iranian earthquakes intensity

Hmidreza Ramazi
Amirkabir University of Technology
ramazi(@ aut.ac. ir

ABSTRACT

This paper is devoted to introduce an earthquake intensity scale for evaluation of intensity of earthquakes
in Iran. The introduced scale is based on two important points of view, first; damage to buildings and
structures which exist in Iran have been taken into the account, second; the scale is compatible to
international intensity scales specially to the MSK scale.

The utilized criteria are mainly based on; damage to building and structures, disturbing and changes of the
earth surface and under ground water, and earthquake effect observations. Buildings and structures were
classified into 5 types from (A) very week to (E) very good. Damages were classified as they are in the
MSK scale. The introduced scale has 12 degrees. From (I) very weak (not noticeable) to (XII) strongly
destructive. Each one of the degrees were defined by clarified criteria.
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